Halcombe School

Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Students,

Téna koutou katoa,
Welcome Back to a New School Year!

It has been awesome to see everyone back after the holiday! There is a specific kind of energy that only the first week of school
provides, a mix of excitement, a few first day jitters, and the buzz of new beginnings.

| would like to extend a very warm welcome to our new students and families joining us for the first time. We are thrilled to have you
as part of our community. To our returning families, welcome back! | hope your summer break was restful and filled with quality
time.

As | said to our pupils at our welcome back assembly, | have seen the last six months of a typical Halcombe School year and | can’t
wait to experience what the first six months look like!

The primary focus of the first part of the term is about connection. A real highlight of my week is getting to visit all of our classes and
see what everyone is up to, hear their stories of holidays and adventures and engage with them and their learning. | am incredibly
impressed by how quickly everyone is settling in. Staff have put a phenomenal amount of time and effort into preparing for the year
ahead and are excited to get their new classes humming. From what I've seen in the first two days - this is well and truly underway!
It is also good to see students already forming new bonds and supporting one another as they navigate their new schedules and
adapt to new learning environments, the rhythm of the school day is beginning to feel natural already!

As we look toward the rest of 2026, my focus remains on ensuring our students have access to diverse and challenging learning
opportunities. Whether in the classroom, on the sports field, or through our various arts programs, this year is designed to push
boundaries and foster a genuine love for discovery. We have a packed calendar ahead, and | encourage all students to step out of
their comfort zanes and try something new this term.

Thank you for your ongoing support as we embark on what promises to be an exceptional year of growth and achievement.

Naku noa, na

Gene and the ‘H’ Team

Staffing
There are no staff changes for 2026! Yippee!

Junior Team

Fiona van den Brink Room 1

Debbie Turner Room 2

Ray Johnston Room 3

Hannah Stewart Room 4 (Deputy Principal and Junior Team Leader)
Senior Team

Elizabeth Eade Room 5

Mel Hoskins Room 6

Vanessa Wasley Room 7

Di Simpson Room 8 {Deputy Principal and Senior Team Leader)
Office Manager Paula Stace

Teacher Aides Kirsten Otter, Maria Barnes, Emma Brown
Caretaker/Cleaner Simon Stace

Principal Gene Moore

We are thrilled to be able to share the news that Charlotte Gilchrist and her husband Tom, have welcomed the arrival of their baby
girl, Abigail (Abby). Congratulations Charlotte and Tom!



Foxton Beach Trip
We are excited to return to the beach for our traditional beginning of year trip! Attached, you will find information about this event

that’s happening next Thursday. If you'd like to help, the form MUST be back at school by Thursday this week please. We do need
lots of volunteers to help with this trip - a great way to get involved in school life early in the year.

Dental & Medical Appointments

As our students now need to visit the dentist in Feilding, we do understand that a lot of the time these appointments will be during
school hours. We ask that you please put a note in your child's KIT Book about the appointment and collect them from the office,
not directly from their classrooms. If your child is returning to school, they must report their return to the office. We also remind
you that if you have any deliveries for your children during school hours, eg: forgotten books, lunch etc, we ask that you bring these
to the office rather than directly to their class/cloakbays.

Stationery
We will send home invoices in two or three weeks’ time for stationery packs - the price varies for each class.

KIT Books

Our ‘Keeping in Touch’ books are a very important part of our school and the key to good communication. These books travel to and
from school every day, so you can write notes for us, and teachers can let you know what is happening at school. This is the primary
method of communication between parents and teachers, not email (email should only be used in sensitive/exceptional
circumstances). Please read your child’s KIT Book each day and ensure they bring it to school. We had a few children at the end of
last year who often arrived without their KIT Books, which meant some confusion and missed messages about what was happening
at school. Please take the time to read the information in the front cover, and sign the note. We look forward to your support.

Swimming
e Each class has a swimming session every day, so please ensure your children have the correct gear.
e Swimming is part of the school programme, so children must bring a note if they are not swimming.
e Please name togs and towels.
e Girls wear a one-piece suit.
e Boys should wear proper swimming shorts (not shorts they would wear in class) above the knee.
e Teachers will ensure all the usual rules for PE are followed; watches and taonga removed, and hair tied back.

School Rules - Reminders
e no nhail polish
no mullets, zig zags, mohawks, rats tails, dyed hair, embellishments etc
hair tied back with simple clips/ties
no jewellery other than a watch, plain ear stud in each ear and taonga
finger and toe nails must be kept short
no singlet tops to avoid sunburn
no jibbitz in crocs

Sun Safety

At our school, teachers regularly remind students to wear their hats, apply sunscreen, and spend time in the shade at break times.
We are always mindful of sun safety when we’re planning outdoor activities, and try to provide shade where we can. Thisis an
important time to remind parents that older students in Rooms 6, 7 and 8 have increasing respansibility for their OWN sun safety.
Sunscreen is always readily available at school, so if students in these classes choose not to apply it, we will not be chasing them up.

School Calendar

We encourage you to keep a close eye on our school calendar, which can be accessed from our website:
http://www.halcombe.school.nz. You'll see we have a number of events scheduled for Term 1. Thank you to Kirsten, who has the
responsibility of maintaining our website - it’s awesome!

Waitangi Day - Friday 6 February
Remember that Friday is Waitangi Day. We hope you enjoy this time with whanau.

Pool Keys
Please come and see Paula in the office if you’d like to purchase a pool key.



Hats
Thank you everyone for remembering hats today! An awesome start.

Facebook Comments
Our Facebook page is all about celebrating the awesomeness of our students and keeping you in the loop! To help us keep this space

positive and helpful:
e Forinquiries: please contact the office directly, except in special circumstances, we don't answer questions that have been
asked on Facebook.
e Stay positive: we welcome your cheers and high-fives! If you have a concern or a grievance, please chat with us privately so
we can help resolve it properly.
e Note: we do moderate the comments to ensure our page remains a safe, upbeat environment for our school family.

Other Reminders:

e Our roads and carparks are very busy places at 3pm. if you're using the front car parks along Monteith Street, please cross
at the corner, which is monitored by a staff member. Don’t walk directly across the road, even if your car is directly
opposite.

Children and whianau must use the footpath around the carpark outside the hall, not walk directly across.
Please reverse into carparks.

Please don’t use the disability car park, unless you are entitled to do so.

Please don’t park on any yellow lines, or on grass verges around our school.

If your child is using one of the trampolines after school, please ensure it’s only one person at a time.
The swing is to be used by junior students only.

Life Education
HI FROM TIM AND HAROLD @LIFE ED MANAWAT{!

We are so excited to be coming back to Halcombe School and seeing all our amazing friends again! Being around all your kindness,
energy and warmth is always a highlight of our year - we can't wait! We feel very privileged to be sharing in the junior teams’
learning around the qualities of being a great friend, being part of a team, managing our emotions and using strategies on what to
say and do when things don’t quite go our way. Life Ed is a charitable trust that aims to inspire learners and their families to make
positive decisions about their wellbeing, and receives no government funding. If you would like to support our worthy cause, we will
have the following items available on February 5 & 9"

Harold flag pens @51

Harold lanyards @53

Harold Jibbitz @55

Soft toy Harold keyrings @57
Harold drink bottles ®@5$13
Harold notebooks @515
Large Harold soft toys @524

These can be purchased at the office or from me at any time (cash only please). Take care everyone, have a stunning rest of the day
and we'll see you all soon!
Love from Tim and Harold!



