
​Halcombe School​
​Term Four - Week 9​ ​2 December 2025​

​A REMINDER - SCHOOL FINISHES FOR THE YEAR AT 12.30pm​
​NEXT FRIDAY, 12 DECEMBER.  THE BUS WILL RUN AT THIS TIME.​

​Dear Parents, Caregivers, Whānau and Students,​

​As we move swiftly through Term 4, I am writing with our Week 9 update. The pace of the school year continues, yet we​
​find ourselves approaching the final two weeks with excitement and energy. I was really pumped to attend my first​
​Halcombe School disco last week. It was a great evening, and I thoroughly enjoyed seeing the enthusiasm and school​
​spirit on display. I was particularly impressed by the creativity and skill demonstrated in the dance moves, a true​
​testament to the vibrant personality of our students! Thank you to everyone who supported this fantastic event.​

​This week brings another exciting first for me: Fun Day Friday! I am truly looking forward to joining the students for this​
​beloved tradition. My water pistol is charged and ready, and I am crossing everything for good weather so we can all​
​enjoy the day outside. Please ensure your child is prepared with appropriate gear for the water-based activities.​

​It is hard to believe how quickly the last two terms have flown by. We are now heading into the culmination of the year,​
​and I am already anticipating our junior and senior prizegiving ceremonies. These events are an important opportunity​
​to celebrate the hard work, achievements, and contributions of all our students throughout the year. Details regarding​
​the times and dates are below.​

​The commitment of our staff and students continues to make Halcombe School a special place to learn and grow. Thank​
​you for your ongoing support as we navigate these final, busy weeks.​

​Nga mihi nui,​
​Gene and the ‘H’ Team​

​Congratulations Miss Gibson!​
​When teachers first begin their teaching career, they go through a two year registration period. Elizabeth is nearly at the​
​end of this, which means she is now a REAL TEACHER! We are lucky to have such an awesome teacher as part of Team​
​Halcombe, and we congratulate her on gaining her registration.  There are more celebrations to come too, as Elizabeth is​
​getting married in January and will return with a new name next year - Mrs Eade!​

​Staffing​
​As we approach the end of the school year, we need to share some significant staffing news for 2026. At the end of this​
​term, we will be farewelling two valued staff members and wishing another well as she begins her maternity leave.​

​We extend our sincere gratitude to two long-serving and dedicated members of our team: Margot Mackie and Barb​
​Bowling.​

​●​ ​Margot has been instrumental in our school community for the past three years, working tirelessly in a Literacy​
​Support role. She has provided an essential extra boost in literacy to countless students across various year​
​levels. Margot is an expert literacy teacher, and we have been incredibly fortunate to have benefited from her​
​depth of knowledge and skill. We wish Margot all the very best as she embarks on her third attempt at​
​retirement!​

​●​ ​Barb has been our highly valued go-to reliever in recent years. Her familiarity with our students and school​
​systems is second to none, and she consistently plans the most engaging and awesome learning experiences for​
​our classes. For the past two years, Barb has also served as Elizabeth's release teacher, specifically teaching in​
​Room 5 every Friday morning. Barb's commitment to her role is evident. We hope Barb is able to enjoy her​
​well-deserved second attempt at retirement!​



​We are also thrilled to share that Charlotte will be commencing her maternity leave for the entirety of 2026.​
​●​ ​We send our warmest congratulations and very best wishes to both Tom and Charlotte as they prepare for the​

​safe arrival of baby Number Two! We look forward to welcoming Charlotte back in the future.​

​Prizegiving:​
​We hold two formal prize-giving events each year.  These are to celebrate student achievements and farewell our Year 8​
​students.  Here are the details for each:​

​Junior Prizegiving​
​●​ ​Wednesday 10 December, starting at 1.30pm sharp.  Will run through until approx. 2.30pm.​
​●​ ​For the students in Rooms 1/1A/2/3/4.​
​●​ ​Parents and whānau are welcome to attend.​
​●​ ​Students can go home once prizegiving has finished.​
​●​ ​Please park legally, and not on the neighbour’s lawn.  Parking is available on both the front and back netball​

​courts, and on the field.​

​Senior Prizegiving​
​●​ ​Thursday 11 December, starting at 7pm sharp.​
​●​ ​For the students in Rooms 5/6/7/8.​
​●​ ​Students need to be seated by 6.55pm.  Leave yourself plenty of time to get sorted - school is a busy place at​

​that time.​
​●​ ​Parents and whānau are welcome to attend, though please be mindful of how many people you bring.  Space is​

​limited, and priority needs to be given to our Year 8 students.​
​●​ ​This event is not suitable for toddlers, as they stray from parents, or provide a distraction. Please be mindful that​

​the focus must be on our students.​
​●​ ​Students are expected to wear their Number One’s (nice clothes).​
​●​ ​Please park legally, and not on the neighbour’s lawn.  Parking is available on both the front and back netball​

​courts, and on the field.​

​Manawatū Striders Road Race​
​The last interschool event for 2025 was held last Thursday - and our running team performed incredibly well once again.​
​This event is unique in the fact that as well as recognising individual placings, the kids compete in teams of three. The​
​course is a flat 3km around the Esplanade, and there were some VERY sharp times posted. Congratulations to all our​
​runners for the fantastic results:​

​Individual Results:​
​●​ ​Y5-6 Girls - Becky 1st (time: 13.14), Georgie​

​S 8th, Georgie C 18th (66 runners)​
​●​ ​Y5-6 Boys - Rylan 1st (time: 11.26), Louis​

​2nd, Lincoln 49th (70 runners)​
​●​ ​Y7-8 Girls - Lucy C 6th, Emma 10th, Anika​

​11th, Phoebe 14th, Lucy M 21st, Heidi 25th​
​(46 runners)​

​●​ ​Y7-8 Boys - Josh 1st (time: 11.01), Hunter​
​5th, Lee 6th, Brock 7th, Blake 14th, Osten​
​20th (56 runners)​

​Overall Team Results:​
​●​ ​Y5-6 Girls - 2nd, Y5-6 Boys - 1st​
​●​ ​Y7-8 Girls A - 4th, Y7-8 Girls B - 6th​
​●​ ​Y7-8 Boys A - 1st, Y7-8 Boys B - 4th​



​Facebook Comments​
​Thank you so much to those who leave positive comments on our Facebook page. While it’s our policy not to reply or​
​answer questions (unless in very special circumstances), please know that we do read your comments. Our Facebook​
​page is about celebrating the awesomeness that is Team Halcombe, and we love it when people take the time to write a​
​quick comment to show their support. Thank you.​

​Touch Rugby​
​We are still awaiting the draw for this week, and the instructions for the final week of touch. Please check KIT Books for​
​details tomorrow.​

​Robotics Report​
​The season has now finished for the Halcombe Hornets Robotics Team. The Hornets have worked well together and after​
​a lot of fine tuning, the team successfully got the robot achieving a point average of 85, scoring 56 of those themselves.​
​Another year complete with the Hornets constantly placing in the Top 15 - not bad with 45 teams in the competition!​
​Well done team!​

​Board Report​
​●​ ​In our final Board meeting for the year, we started looking towards 2026, and as part of this will be working​

​through setting the annual budget for 2026 over the next month or two.​
​●​ ​The Board is exploring ways to make it safer for students to get to the cars on the far side of Monteith Street.​

​The Board have made contact with Manawatu District Council a number of times over the past six months to​
​discuss this, and we are still awaiting their response.​

​●​ ​Our student achievement data looks very positive and the data shows a marked improvement has been made​
​during 2025, particularly in reading, which is great.  The Board would like to thank the teachers and students for​
​the hard work they have put in during the year, which is reflected in this data.​

​●​ ​We have just completed our senior camps for the year which were all very successful.  We know that a lot of​
​effort and hard work goes into the planning and preparation of these camps, and appreciate the commitment of​
​the teachers towards making these memorable experiences for our students.​

​●​ ​The Board wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday, and look forward to seeing you again in 2026.​
​Kristy Staples, on behalf of the Board of Trustees​

​Sports Uniforms​
​If our record keeping systems are correct, ALL sports uniforms (other than touch top) have been returned by now.  If​
​we’ve missed something, and you have a t-shirt or another piece of school kit at home, please return it tomorrow.​

​Fun Day Friday - FRIDAY​
​This Friday 5 December is FUN DAY FRIDAY - a fun celebration to help celebrate the end of year.  Children will take part in​
​a whole lot of crazy activities, including the world-famous Magic Carpet Ride! (see below for more details about this).​
​Everyone will need their togs and towel and a named water pistol if they have one.  They should also wear their house​
​colours if possible. (Kauri = red, Matai = yellow, Totara = green and Rimu = blue).  This is a day for kids, however, if you​
​want to call in, you are welcome.  The action will start at 9am and go through until about 12.30pm.​

​For many years, the Magic Carpet Ride has been a popular activity at Halcombe School - and we want our kids to​
​experience this awesome activity again this year!  For those who haven’t seen this in action before, it works like this:​
​some generous dads (thank you Richie, Hayden, James, Stu and Jase) will tow carpet mats behind their quad bikes.​
​Several kids lie down on each mat at a time, as they are towed around the field.  All children will wear helmets (these​
​will be provided) and are encouraged to wear long sleeves and pants (bring your own) to prevent carpet or grass burns,​
​and goggles (bring your own) to keep their eyes dust/grass-free.  Hundreds of kids over the years have enjoyed this​
​activity - awesome fun!  Check out the video on our school Facebook page if you’re unsure about what this event looks​
​like, and if you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to speak to your child’s teacher.  If you don’t want​
​your child to participate in this activity, please let us know.​



​Check out these awesome action shots of the MCR from last year:​

​COMMUNITY NEWS​

​Community Christmas Nativity Play and Picnic In The Park​
​This event is being held at 6pm on Friday 12​​th​ ​December.​​It’s in the Halcombe Community Hall, followed by a community​
​picnic in the Halcombe Domain and a game of touch. BYO dinner, and there will be a BBQ available for use. Everyone​
​welcome 😊​


