Halcombe School

A REMINDER - sCHOOL. FINISHES FOR THE YEAR AT 1230pm
ON FRIDAY, 2 DECEMBER. THE BuUS WILL RUN AT THIS TIME.

Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Students,
Tena koutou katoa,

Welcome to Week 8 of the term. The pace remains steady as we head into the final weeks of what has been a truly productive and

successful academic year.

A warm welcome back to our students and staff from Rooms 7 and 8. We are delighted to have you all back safe and sound following
your respective camp adventures in the Hawkes Bay and Marlborough Sounds. We know that so many incredible memories and
valuable learning experiences were made, and these opportunities are essential components of our holistic curriculum. Once again
the tremendous support of our parents and our deeply committed teachers (Miss Simpson and Mrs Wasley) helped make these
ventures successful and we hope you all got as much out of these amazing experiences and memories as our students did! The
action continues this week as our junior team heads off to Whanganui for a day of fun at the pools tomorrow. We wish them all a

fantastic day out!

While the end of the year is now clearly in sight, our commitment to engaging and enriching activities does not slow down. | have
been heartened and proud to read through the draft student reports this past week. They clearly show the significant progress our
students have made throughout the academic year. These reports will be sent home at the end of next week. As you review them,
please take careful note not only of the curriculum achievement but also of the reporting on our Triple A Values. These values
provide an overall indication of what are commonly referred to as 'Key Competencies'. These competencies relate to developing
well-rounded children and speak directly to the character and skills individuals are developing as they progress through the year

levels.

Finally, our thoughts and deepest sympathies are with our colleagues and the whanau of Mt Biggs School as they navigate their way
through the tragic loss of two pupils. Words fail to adequately express the sorrow felt across our community, however, we send our
love and unwavering support at this incredibly difficult time. Last week, our staff put together a morning tea, which was gratefully
accepted by the Mt Biggs team. Furthermore, both Kirsten Otter and | will be assisting with staffing and administrative duties at Mt
Biggs School today while all their staff attend the funeral. It is important we support one another during times of tragedy.

Naku noa, na
Gene and the ‘H’ Team

Te Tiriti O Waitangi
You may have seen recent coverage in the media regarding the change of the removal of the specific legal obligation from the
Education and Training Act 2020 that required school boards to ‘give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi’.

Halcombe School reaffirms its commitment to honour Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi (the Treaty of Waitangi). We recognise the Treaty's
significance and the responsibilities it places upon us as a learning institution within our community and we intend to continue to

recognise and uphold Aotearoa/New Zealand's cultural diversity as per our Strategic Plan.

We strongly value our connection with our whanau and wider community and will continue to build and strengthen our

partnerships.



Junior Team Trip - TOMORROW
A reminder Rooms 1, 1A, 2, 3 and 4 are heading to Whanganui Splash Centre tomorrow!
e Students in Rooms 1, 1A and 2 must bring car seats.
e Students in Rooms 3 and 4 must bring car seats, unless their parents have let their classroom teacher know before the trip
that they don’t need one. If possible, bring small booster seats as it is easier to fit multiple in a car.
See KIT books for further details.

Disco - THIS FRIDAY
We are all looking forward to the disco on Friday night - time to get our dancing shoes on! Tickets will be on sale outside R8 each
marning this week from 8.30am.

Manawati Striders Road Race
Best wishes to our running team for this event happening on Thursday. This is a 3km race, on a flat and even track... we’re expecting

some fast times! Go well team!

Chess Champion

Congratulations to Osten, who has been crowned the Chess Champion of Halcombe School for 2025! Well done to Ethan and Xavier
also, for placing second and third respectively.

Prizegiving:
We hold two formal prize-giving events each year. These are to celebrate student achievements and farewell our Year 8 students.
Here are the details for each:

Junior Prizegiving
e Wednesday 10 December, starting at 1.30pm sharp. Will run through until approx. 2.30pm.
For the students in Rooms 1/1A/2/3/4.
Parents and whanau are welcome to attend.
Students can go home once prizegiving has finished.
Please park legally, and not on the neighbour’s lawn. Parking is available on both the front and back netball courts, and on
the field.

Senior Prizegiving

e Thursday 11 December, starting at 7pm sharp.

o For the students in Rooms 5/6/7/8.

e Students need to be seated by 6.55pm. Leave yourself plenty of time to get sorted - school is a busy place at that time.

e Parents and whanau are welcome to attend, though please be mindful of how many people you bring. Space is limited, and
priority needs to be given to our Year 8 students.

e This event is not suitable for toddlers, as they stray from parents, or provide a distraction. Please be mindful that the focus
must be on our students.

e Students are expected to wear their Number One’s (nice clothes).

e Please park legally, and not on the neighbour’s lawn. Parking is available on both the front and back netball courts, and on
the field.

Christmas Cards
A reminder that students don’t hand out Christmas cards, candy canes or similar to their peers at our school.

Morning Bus - Mangone/Makino/ Stanway Road
The last day the morning bus will operate for 2025 will be Friday 5 December. Families will need to make alternative arrangements
to get their children to school after this. The Tokorangi bus will still operate as normal.




Fun Day Friday - NEXT FRIDAY

Friday 5 December is FUN DAY FRIDAY - a fun celebration to help celebrate the end of year. Children will take partin a whole lot of
crazy activities, including the world-famous Magic Carpet Ride! (see below for more details about this). Everyone will need their togs
and towel and a named water pistol if they have one. They should also wear their house colours if possible. (Kauri = red, Matai =
yellow, Totara = green and Rimu = blue). This is a day for kids, however, if you want to call in to watch the fun, you are welcome. The

action will start at 9am and go through until about 12.30pm.

For many years, the Magic Carpet Ride has been a popular activity at Halcombe School - and we want our kids to experience this
awesome activity again this year! For those who haven’t seen this in action before, it works like this: some generous parents will
tow carpet mats behind their quad bikes. Several kids lie down on each mat at a time, as they are towed around the field. All
children will wear helmets (these will be provided) and are encouraged to wear long sleeves and pants (bring your ownh) to prevent
carpet or grass burns, and goggles (bring your own) to keep their eyes dust/grass-free. Hundreds of kids over the years have enjoyed
this activity - awesome fun! We'll be sure to share a video to our school Facebook page next week if you're unsure about what this
event looks like, and if you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to speak to your child’s teacher. If you don’t want
your child to participate in this activity, please let us know.

From The Playground
We (Hadleigh and Campbell) have achieved 2000 passes with a
rugby ball in a tree without dropping it a single time in two and a

half lunch times. We did this because we got a rugby ball out on
Wednesday and didn't know what to do so went to the climbing
tree before Campbell suggested passes and then we decided to do
it in the tree. By Thursday lunchtime we managed to do 2000 and
are going to try to get more on Friday!

e

5

7-8.30pPm
RS, 6,7 &8
HALCOMBE SCHOOL HALL
Buy your ticket from outside R&

5.30-6.45pPM

TICKETS
before school -
cash only, no online sales.
Induded in the ticket pr
fizzy drink and a baq of lollies.

o
Q
Q
oo
O
@
=
R
=
@
%)
s
<
e~

JUNIOR DISCO
SENIOR DISCO

FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER
RY, 2, :3, S |




