Halcombe School

CROSS COUNTRY: POSTPONED TILL THIS FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER

Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Students,

Welcome to the second week of the term. The energy across the school remains wonderfully high, and it has been great observing
our students settling back into their routines with energy and enthusiasm.

Our next major event of the term, our cross country, was scheduled to take place today - but we’re looking forward to better
weather later in the week! Participating in school events, particularly those that test our stamina and commitment, is an invaluable
part of the school experience. Everyone pushed themselves throughout the training schedule, setting themselves personal goals and
encouraging each other (and the teachers) along the way and | commend our staff for their hard work in making these school-wide
events possible. A big shout out to our parents and grandparents who came down and helped marshal throughout this time.

A Principal's Milestone

As | continue in my role, | am reminded that every school year presents its own unique calendar of key events and milestones. A
significant point in any principal's career is completing the first full 12 months, having presided over every major event from
orientation and sports days to arts showcases and final prizegivings at least once. This complete cycle allows for a deeper
understanding of the school's unigue rhythm and traditions. | look forward to reaching this benchmark and using the insights gained
to continually enhance the student experience.

Important Information: Next Year's Term Dates

| am pleased to confirm that the term dates for next year have been officially set. Please take the time to note these down in your
personal and family calendars to assist with planning. These dates are available on the school website and were in last week's
newsletter. Early awareness of these dates is always helpful for staff, students, and families alike.

Thank you all for your continued commitment to our school community.

Warm regards,
Gene and the ‘H’ Team

Pet Day
What an awesome occasion we had last Thursday for our annual Pet Day! It was truly heartening to see such a fantastic turnout from

our community. The school grounds were buzzing with excitement, and it was clear that everyone enjoyed the opportunity to
celebrate this much-loved school tradition, particularly special for our newest pupils being their first and our Year 8’s being their last!
We were absolutely amazed by the care and attention our students showed toward their pets, particularly those who brought in
lambs and calves. The dedication to looking after these animals was evident, and it speaks volumes about the responsibility and
empathy our young people possess. A huge well done to all those who won placings across the various categories. Your hard work
and preparation certainly paid off.

One of the many highlights of the day, as always, was the Grand Parade. It provided some truly hilarious moments, showcasing the
unique personalities of our pets and perhaps some of their owners too! We acknowledge and thank Margot Mackie and Barb Davies
for the unenviable task of judging the Best Dressed Pets at this event. Thank you to our animal judges who were from the

Manawata Boys and Girls Agricultural Club: Mike Will, Jody Shortall, Ellen Melody, Jeremy Gloyn and Aimee Fargher. We also had the
assistance of Year 10 Feilding High agricultural students; Libby Hogan, Stuart Will, Sam Clare and Annabelle Jacobs who made the
judge’s jobs infinitely easier. Thank you to our dog judges Tina Boonen (Totally Vets) and Kirsten Otter, along with Barb Davies for
judging the goats and domestic pets. Finally, many thanks to Stu Adenbrooke and Richie Waugh for helping organise, set up and pack
down the rings.

Staffing
| am very pleased to confirm that Mel Hoskins has been appointed to the permanent position as the Room 6 teacher. Mel has been a

valued member of our team since the start of Term 2, and we have all seen firsthand the positive impact she has had on her students
and the wider school community. Her commitment to student centred learning and collaborative approach is highly valued. We are
genuinely excited to have her aboard the Halcombe team in a permanent capacity and look forward to her continued contribution to
our schoal's success. Please join me in congratulating Mel on her new permanent role.



Mathex - Whanganui
Best wishes to the four teams we have competing in this event tomorrow night. We look forward to hearing how these

mathematical legends get on in this challenging competition. Go well!

Year 6: Emily, Louis, Rylan, Liam

Year 7: Ardie, Xavier, Mackenzie, Phoebe
Year 8 A: Osten, Max, Brock, Blake

Year 8 B: Aimee, Charlotte, Finn, Ethan

Board of Trustees Update
The Board held its first official meeting last week with Kristy Staples at the reins as chairperson. This meeting set out portfolios to

parent reps for the year and these were distributed as follows:
@ Peter Aitken - Finance
® Scott Linklater and Rachel Lane - Property and Health and Safety.
e Luke Shannon - Personnel

Also present were Gene Moore, Di Simpson and Paula Stace. There were no big items on the agenda and over the coming months
each person will meet with Gene, discuss, and organise their roles and we will hit the ground running. We were all on our toes in
discussing some short and fast scenarios, and this leads to a quick reminder:

e We have been elected in a governance role and the expectation is that we are there to oversee the effective running of the
school.
We can’t comment on what is discussed in the meetings and in our capacity as Board members.
We are governed by school policy and the complaints processes are in place and need to be followed. Please respect this.
if there are any issues you wish to discuss, speak to your child’s teacher, team leader and then the principal in that order.
Kristy is our presiding member for the Board and should be the next approach if required.

Thanks again to everyone for making Halcombe School so great, we are all excited and thankful for our tenure on the Board.
Luke Shannon

Strike Action - Thursday 23 October
A reminder that our school is closed next Thursday.

School Photos
School photos will be taken next Monday. This year you can view and purchase photos online. All information is on the Photolife
flyer that went home last week. Sibling photo requests were on the back of this flyer and must be returned to the office BEFORE

photo day.

Book Fair

Next Monday 20 October our Book Fair begins! There will be an amazing range of wonderful books for you to choose from. Books
are suitable for all ages and interests. The Fair also includes stationery, and is a ‘Pop Up’ book shop. The Fair will be in the office and
open before school from 8.30-9.00am, lunchtimes and after school from 3.00-3.30pm. EFTPOS will be available. A flyer is being sent
home today.

Robotics Team Update
Over the past few months the Halcombe Hornets robotics team (Xavier, Mason and Perez) have been competing in the Vex 1Q

Robotics Competition. They have been playing the game ‘mix and match’, where two teams work together to stack pins and beams
into goals for points. They have been designing and making prototypes of multiple different robots and mechanisms to play the
game most efficiently and trying to score the most points. The team has been working well together, and have learnt lots of new tips
and tricks. There are around four competitions to go - good luck boys!

Cross Country Training: Running In The Wind - By Emily (Room 8)

Yesterday we went for our ninth cross country training session and it was EXTREMELY challenging. First | would like to explain just
how strong the wind was! | was running down the limestone path that leads to and from the Halcombe Walkway. My ponytail was
flicking my face and my hair was gripping on to my neck for dear life. | zoomed down a slight dip and the wind then pushed me to the
side of the path! It felt like | had been hit by a truck! Along the walkway there was a ginormous puddle that was around a couple
metres long and as wide as the walkway, so it was tough to avoid it, but everyone found a way. My actual training went very well. |
could feel my calves and muscles burning like fire, so | knew the training was working.




RESULTS 2025

Lambs:

Judge: Mike Will, Jody Shortall and Ellen Melody

Stewards: Sam, Stuart, Libby and Annabelle (Feilding High School)

Senior Lambs - Leading:
15t Louis & Scortch 2"4Zoe W & Bumble 3™ Hunter L & Molly 4™ Lacey & Winnie

Senior Lambs — Calling:

15t Lucy C & Lily 2" Levi & Steve 3"YHannah & Bambie 4*"Zoe W & Bumble

Senior Lambs - Care & Attention:

15t Joshua A & Lily 2" Hunter L & Molly 3Zoe W & Bumble 4*" Georgie S & Apollo
Henderson Family Trophy: Care & Attention (Senior): Joshua A & Lily
Intermediate Lambs —Leading:

1%t Matilda S & Peggy 2" Luke & Albie 3" Gideon & Nugget 4*" Campbell & Speckles
Intermediate Lambs — Calling:

1%t Richie C & Louie 2" Luke & Albie3™ Campbell & Speckles 4" Gideon & Nugget
Intermediate Lambs —Care & Attention:

15t Campbell & Speckles 2" Gideon & Nugget 3"¢Matilda S & Peggy 4" Luke & Albie
Halcombe School Trophy: Care & Attention {Intermediate): Campbell & Speckles

Junior Lambs - Leading:
1%t Bonnie T & Flame 2"¢Mckenzie & Chocolate 3™ Frankie & Nibbles 4t Otis & Santa

Junior Lambs — Calling:

1%t Avery & Flower 2" Willow A & Pippa 3™ Louie H & Rosie 4" Bonnie T & Flame

Junior Lambs —Care & Attention

1 Mckenzie & Chocolate 2" Frankie & Nibbles 3 Bonnie S & Patchy 4" Bonnie T & Flame
Henderson Family Trophy: Care & Attention (Junior): Mckenzie & Chocolate

Lane Family Cup — Supreme Calling: Avery & Flower

Craine Cup — Champion Lamb: Campbell & Speckles

Reserve Champion Lamb: Matilda S & Peggy

Calves:

Judge & Steward: Jeremy Gloyn and Aimee Fargher

Junior Calves — Leading:

1t Maddie A & Snowy 2" Maisie & Oreo 3™ Harry G & Spotty 4% Joshua & Oreo
Junior Calves — Care & Attention:

15t Joshua & Oreo 2" Maisie & Oreo 3™ Maddie A & Snowy 4" Harry G & Spotty
Beattie Cup — Champion Junior Calf: Maddie A & Snowy

Reserve Junior Calf: Joshua & Oreo

Senior Calves — Leading:

1%t Charlotte A & Cinnamon 2" Leo & Storm 3™ Ollie H & Spot 4" James & Maggie
Senior Calves: - Care & Attention:

1%t Liam & Cookie 2" Finn & Ruby 3" Charlotte A & Cinnamon 4" James & Maggie
Webb Cup — Champion Senior Calf: Charlotte A & Cinnamon

Reserve Senior Calf: James & Maggie

Wynn Cup - Calf Leading Champion: Charlotte A & Cinnamon

Best of Breed Beef Type: 15 Harry W & Horse 2" Finn & Ruby 3™ Miller & Coco 4" Max & Charlie
Best of Breed Dairy Type: 1% Liam & Cookie 2" Joshua & Oreo 3™James & Maggie

Senior Dogs:

Judge: Tina Boonen (Totally Vets)

Senior Dog - Care & Attention:

1%t Esther & Billy 2™ Aimee & Rum 3™ Lucas & Jess 4" Chloe & Zoe
Otter Cup — Champion Dog: Esther & Billy

Goat Kids:

Judge: Barbara Davies

1% Lila & Rosie 2"¢ Hugo S & Daisy

Williams and Kettle Trophy for Champion Kid Goat: Lilah & Rosie

Pets:

Judges: Barbara Davies

Junior Pets:

Very Highly Commended: Oscar H & Squirrel (cat), Darcy & Molly (chicken), Moss & Fonzie (pony), Jahmima & Jiyz (cat), Cayden &
Oscar (pony), Mia & Milo (cat), Marley & Percy (cat0, Olivia & Hoppy (rabbit) and Evie & JoJo (cat).

Senior Pets:

Very Highly Commended: Lawson & Benson (cat), Braxton Z & Bob (duck), Jake & Midnight (chicken) and Te Rina & Star (cat).



Pet Diaries

Very Highly Commended: Emma A, Jahmima, Lacey, Mia, Myles, Rylan, Scarlett

Best Dressed Pet
Judge: Margot Mackie

1%t Edmond & Floppy {lamb) 2" Lucy G & Bambi (calf) 3™ Georgie S & Apollo (lamb), Becky & Barbara (lamb) VHC Harvey & Chilly

VHC Luke & Albie (lamb)

Indoor Exhibits

Rm | ltem 1st ~ 2nd 3rd | wHC VHC VHC

1 Creepy Crawlies Willow A Heidi W Carter Asher Louie H ZoeB
Paper Plate Flowers Lachie W Avery Charlotte L Monty Ava Lachie S

2 Shaking Dog Art Carleigh laxon M Mckenzie Lola Harry O Ana
Cardboard Birds Lilah Hugo L Maddie A Parker Evie Freya

3 Grassheads Rossi Otis Nate | Darcy Hayley G Sofia
Flower Wreaths Blake H Rossi Brodie Oscar H Ines Archie A

4 Piwakawaka Campbell Harry L Kaelyn Moss Beauden Gideon
Fairy Gardens Ryker Natalie Jahmima Heidi H Luke Taylar

5 Romero Britto “Pop Art” Rico Emma A Jack O Hadleigh Nevaeh Blake C
Egg Carton Animals Fermin Tamara Lincoln Richie B Braxton Z Indie

6 Pet Collage Art Charlotte A | Emily) Liam Oliver Lacey Becky
Paper Mache Birds Leo Matilda Janneke Diezel Rylan Georgie S

7 Floral Arrangement Lucy G Kate Ruby Emma W Sienna Marley O
Clay Cakes Zoe W Anika Lucas Ardie Phoebe Link | Perez

8 Pet Selfies Osten Harry W Hannah Zara Jayden Felix
Recycled Animals Chloe James Finn Emily H Lucy M Te Rina

Championship Day

Championship Day online registration is now open. Here is the link: https://forms.gle/L2nnisviMfD2fmDj8

. CHAMPIONSHIP
DAY 2025

hildh for polnts towards the
Cralg Cup and B&A Cup.
Your school is already gaining points thraugh your school Ag Day.
Participalions and any placing at Champlonship Day contribute to the cup polnts.
Every child wha enters a caif, lamb or goat at lheir school is eligible to come to this day.

Theinler school Ag Day

Te Kawau Memortal Grounds

Saturday 8th Of November Wear St Rongotea

No Cost
Reglster Online
Lamb, Calf & Kid Goats
Judging starts Ice Cream
10am Sharp Truck

B} . Sausage Sizzle
4 Judging Rings Hot Drinks
Year0-2 Year3-4
Year5-6 Year7-8

If you have any questians Contact
secretary@lambandcalf.conz




