Halcombe School

Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Students,

A very warm welcome back as we dive headfirst into Term 4! As is tradition, this will be a fast and furious term, packed with
activities, learning and celebrations. It’s an incredibly important time for all our students, especially those finishing the school year
and transitioning to the next phase of their education.

With the pace of Term 4, communication becomes even more crucial. | want to sincerely emphasise the importance of our
established channels for keeping you informed and connected. Our KIT (Keeping In Touch) Books are a vital, daily tool for
communication between the classraom teacher and home. Please make it a priority to check these books regularly for notes on your
child’s learning, important reminders, and any requests from the teacher. They are our frontline system for ensuring continuity in
your child's education and well-being. In addition to KIT Books, please continue to check the school website and Facebook page
frequently. These serve as hubs for all major school-wide announcements, key dates, event details, and policy information.

Let's work together to make this final term a hugely successful and fulfilling one for every student.

Warm regards,
Gene and the ‘H Team

Reminders & Term 4 Information

e Please check out what’s happening this term via the calendar on our school website.

e Cross country training continues each day this week, so everyone needs their running gear at school.

e Hats are compulsory in Term 4. Hats need to have a wide brim, and the drawcords need to be removed. Make sure they
are named too please.

e The last day of the 2025 school year will be Friday 12 December. School finishes at 12.30pm.

Pet Day Organisation - THURSDAY
Pet Day is one of our most well-attended events, and is a highlight of the school calendar. It’s atime when we celebrate our rural

roots. We look forward to a great day! Here’s all you need to know (or be reminded of):

e Children with pets arrive at school no later than 8.45am and must be ready for judging at 9am. They must stay with their

pets out on the field. Judging will begin at 9.00am and should be finished by 10.30am.

e All pets must be under control at all times.
Lamb and calf rings will be next to the hedge.
Dogs will be in the ring closest to Room 1. They must stay on a leash at all times, and stay with the child. Dogs must stay in
their ring all morning, and are not allowed out to mingle with the other pets.
Goat kids will be near the end of the football pitch, alongside the fithess trail.
All other pets will be in the area next to the playground by the hall, except horses/ponies which should be centre field - ish.
Children need to be in charge of their pets - not parents.
Each class will present two indoor exhibits which have been made at school. You will be able to view the exhibits in the hall
after 9.30am.
The Grand Parade will be held at the conclusion of judging. There will be a few minutes before the parade starts for
students to dress their pet if they are wanting to enter the Best Dressed Pet Competition. A reminder that this is optional,
and that the pets should not be harmed in any way.
The annual Halcombe School Gumboot Throwing Champs will be held on the field during Pet Day too.
Please ensure you have parked legally, and not on the neighbour’s front lawn.
PET DAY WILL BE HELD RAIN, HAIL OR SHINE.
This year, Shaz Dagg will be in attendance with her coffee cart - this is for adults only.
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Strike Action - Thursday 23 October

A strike has been called for union members in primary school education. If you are able to keep your children at home on this day,
we encourage you to do so. If you are unable to make arrangements for them to stay home, school will be open, where these
students will be supervised by staff. If applicable, please fill in the form below and return it to the office by the end of this week.

Touch Rugby
A reminder that this starts next Thursday 16 October. Keep an eye out for more information in KIT Books - this will be sent home as

soon as we have the draw.



2026 Dates
e The first day of the school year will be Monday 2 February.
e There will be two Teacher’s Only Days during the year.
e The finish date will be Friday 11 December.

School Photos

School photos will be taken on Monday 20 October. This year you can view and purchase photos online. All information is on the
Photolife flyer that has been sent home today. Sibling photo requests are on the back of this flyer and must be returned to the office
BEFORE photo day.

Senior Camp Notes
Please make sure you have had a good read through the next round of camp information in KIT Books. A reminder that permission

slips are due by the end of this week. If you'd like more clarity around the gear teachers will be checking soon, check out the recent
post on our school Facebook page.

School Pick Up Reminders - Monteith Street
Monteith Street (along with everywhere else) is a very busy place at 3pm, and it’s time for us to remind our community of the rules
we have to ensure everyone is safe:

e Please don’t do U-turns on this road. Drive down to the turning bay and make your turn there.

e Please don’t park in the turning bay. If a single car is there, it makes turning around very difficult, and the traffic can back
up in both directions. There are yellow lines in this bay, but they are very faint (a job was logged with MDC in May to have
all our parking lines repainted and we are assured we’re on the list).

e Please don’t park on any yellow lines.

You must cross at the corner, where a staff member is always present. Children are not allowed to cross the road until the
teacher gives them the green light. Children are allowed to cross at the corner if their parents are with them.

e If you're coming out of the school carpark onto Willoughby Street, and then turning left onto Monteith, please don’t coast
around that corner. While it’s not a stop sign, there are lots of cars, buses and kids around, and we want to ensure people
are taking a proper look.

e Please drive super slowly and carefully on all roads and parking areas surrounding our school.

Cycling Results
We had four students competing in cycling events during the holidays - some great results here:

e New Zealand National Road Cycling Champs: U13 - Lucy C 11th, U14 - Heidi 15th, Lucy M 16th
e New Zealand Schools Mountain Biking Champs: U13 - Hunter 5th

Board of Trustees Update

The new Board of Trustees had a meeting before the holidays to welcome our new parent representative, Peter Aiken to the Board.
We have our first official Board Meeting this week, where we will establish which roles the parent representatives will fill for the next
year. We will also start to work out what our strategic objectives and priorities are for the next three years. We would also like to
thank Simon Wishnowsky who was our presiding member for the last three years for his hard work and dedication to the school.

STRIKE ACTION - THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER
(only return this form if you are unable to keep your child/ren home)

[] Yes, my child/ren will need to come to school on Thursday 23 October

(O Names of child/ren:

Name: Signed: Date:
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Cross Country - Tuesday 14 October 2025

The Cross Country will be run in the paddocks indicated - the best cross country track in Aotearoa!

Students will walk to the course, leaving school at 12.15pm. They will need to bring warm clothes, footwear, a
sunhat and a named waterbottle. Shorts (not long pants) must be worn.

Parking will be available at school and on the northern end of Clive Street. Please do not park on Knorp Street, or
on the southern end of Clive Street. Please make sure all the grandparents know this too!

There is a great viewing area for parents near the start/finish line, and on the corner of Halcombe/Fergusson Road.
There will be no seating available. You are welcome to bring your own.

The course will probably be muddy, boggy, slippery and there will be some prickles!

The students may run in shoes or bare feet - whatever they are most comfortable with. Their shoes wilt get muddy.
Parents will not be able to enter the area where the students are seated.

All students will return to school after the Cross Country. Parents are welcome to take their children home from
there. Just make sure you have told Paula about any changes to bus arrangements.

The top finishers in the Y4-8 races may be selected for the interschool cross country event being held at Hunterville
on Friday 31 October.

Any cancellation will be made by 11.30am. Please check our website or Facebook page for details.

Order of races, which start shortly after 12.30pm is as follows:
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L

Years6 & 7: running approx. 2.7km
Year 8: running approx. 2.7km
Years0 & 1: running approx. 900m
Years 2 & 3: running approx. 1.8km

Years4 & 5 running approx. 1.8km



