Halcombe School

Term Three - Week 5 12 August 2025

Kia Ora Everyone, and welcome to Week 5!

It's hard to believe we're nearly half way through the term already! It feels like just yesterday we were kicking things off, and now
we're well underway!

Last week was another busy one for our students. Our final sports exchange of the season was held in Hunterville, and it was a great
day for some friendly competition. We saw a mix of results, but most importantly, everyone had a fantastic time. We also sent some
teams to the annual Mathex Challenge at Awapuni. | know our Mathex participants put in a huge amount of effort and preparation,

and they all did an incredible job in a very competitive series of challenges.

A big congratulations to everyone who took part in these events. We also want to extend a massive thank you to all of our dedicated
coaches, and teachers for the hard work and time they put into preparing our teams. We truly appreciate you!

Congratulations to our nominees for the upcoming Board of Trustees (BOT) elections. Thank you to everyone who has expressed an
interest in being part of our school's governance. This is a huge responsibility, especially in a time when education is constantly
evolving.

Last week, our Director of Education, Melanie Taite, spoke at the national Rural Principal's conference. She acknowledged the
constant stream of new announcements coming from the Ministry of Education with little warning. The challenge for us as a school
is to ensure that our core business, the education of our students, continues to thrive despite these changes. To do this, we need a
cohesive and supportive team to guide us.

| am so grateful to have come into a school with such an amazing board. Their
guidance has been invaluable, and as a Principal, | couldn't ask for anything
more. We're fortunate to have such a dedicated group of people at the helm.
We are so appreciative of all the effort everyone in our community puts in to
make Halcombe School a great place for our children to learn and grow. | wish
you all the best of luck and look forward to working alongside you.

Gene and the ‘H’ Team

School Board Election - Time to Vote!
At the close of nominations, we have eight candidates for parent
representative: Peter Aitken, Stacey Binsted, Amanda lllston, Rachel Lane,
Scott Linklater, Luke Shannon, Nick Shaw and Kristy Staples.
e We now hold a postal election to elect five (5) parent representatives.
e Voting papers and information will be posted to all parents /
caregivers early this week.
e Completed votes come back to the Office. You can hand-deliver or
mail your vote in the envelope provided.
e Voting closes on Wednesday 10th September at 4pm.
e Votes are counted and the results declared on Tuesday 16th
September.
The new Board takes office on Wednesday 17 September (Week 10).
® More information at:
https://www.halcombe.school.nz/school-board-elections-25.html

Pet Day - 9 October 2025
Pet Day will be held on Thursday 9 October this year. More information is
coming soon, but here are some key points to note:

e lambs and calves born between 1 July and 15 September can be

entered

e Entries: 2 Sept - 17 Sept {see further newsletter for entry slip)

e Students with lambs and calves can also enter a diary

e Cost: $3 perentry.




Mathex Results

On Friday, we had three teams competing at the Manawatd Mathex Competition - a competition for all the smartest maths whizzes
in our region! Our Year 7 team of Ardie, Xavier, Mackenzie and Phoebe placed 6th out of 19 teams. Our Year 8 A team of Osten,
Max, Brock and Blake, were also 6th out of 19 teams, and our Year 8 B team, Aimee, Finn, Ethan and James also performed very well.
These are all fantastic results. Well done to these students who have worked so hard on tricky maths problems over the last few

weeks.

Sports Wrap Up

Best wishes to all our netball, basketball and Y7-8 hockey players, who will all wrap up their seasons over the next week. Each team
will be given instructions regarding uniform collection.

Gymnastics Display and Winter Sports Prizegiving - FRIDAY

Since the beginning of the term, our students have been working on their gymnastics skills. We are so proud of all our tamariki for
the effort they have put into giving things a go, perfecting their technique and trying to improve their strength, balance and agility.
On Friday, everyone is looking forward to showing off their skills in a gymnastics display for whanau. The event starts at 1.30pm
sharp. If you are going to come along, please ensure you park legally, and not on any of the grass around our school. Thank you for

your support.

Following the gymnastics display, we will have our winter sports prizegiving, where these awards will be presented:
e Dodunski Cup - most improved hockey player

Halcombe Cup - best hockey player

Roygard Cup - best football player (male)

Thomas Cup - best up and coming football player (female)

O'Callahan Trophy - best basketball player

Halcombe Rugby Cup - most improved rugby player

Simpson Cup - best rugby player

Morresey Cup - most improved netball player

Henderson Cup - contribution to netball

Moriarty Cup - best junior netball player

Craine Cup - best senior netball player

Triple B Day

Fr‘iday 22 August
BRING ANYTHING BUT A SCHOOL BAG!

That's right Folks, it's time to get creative. This is your chance to
bring your gear For school in a bucket, wheelbarrow, suitcase,

cardboard box, chili bin or even in a plastic baﬂl.

DRESS UP_AS YOUR EAVOURITE BOOK CHARACTER!
Find a great outfit and wear it to school.

Year 7-8 students, please be mindful of what you choose to wear - you have Tech

CHICKEN BURGERS FOR LUNCH
These need to be pr‘eorcler'ed from outside Room 8 From tomorrow. %4 each

Cash only. Orders close next Wednegday 20 August. Limit two per person




